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MERCHANT, GOULD, SMITH, ED FT I., WELTER & SCHMIDT 

United Stales Patent Application 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named Inventor I bereby declare that: ray residence, post a price address and citizenship are as stated below 
my name; (hat 

I verily believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural invent* 
ate named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent ia sought on the invention, entitled: 
CASE, ASSEMBLY OP SHAPES, CASE-OPENING PROCESS AND PROCESS AND MACHINE FOR MAKING 
SUCH A CASE. 
The specifteaiioa of which 

a. □ ia attached hereto 

b. |g was filed on * as application serial no. . PCT/PRQO/OlOliu was ame n ded on (if applicable) (in the case ol 
PCT-filed application) described and chined in iutemationa] no. / filed j and as am fm ri wl on / (if any), which I have rcvicwe 
and for which I solicit a United States patent, April 19/ 2000 April 24, 2001 

I hereby state thai I have reviewed and nnfUr cund the con term of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended 
any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which it material to the patentability of this application in accordance with Title 37. Cc 
(if Federal Regulations, $ 1.26 (attached hereto). 

I hereby claim foreign prioriry benefits i™*»f Tide 35, United States Code. § 1 19/365 of any foreign application^) for patent of 
inventor's certificate listed below and have also idenriflea telow any foreign application for patent or Inventor's certificate having a fil 
date before that of the application on the basis of which prioriry is claimed: 

a, Q no such applications have been filed. 

b. 53 such applications have been filed as follows: 



COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DA.TE OF STUNG 
(day. month, year) 


DATE OP ISSUE 
(dar. month, fear) 


FRANCE 

FRANCE 
FRANCE 
FRANCE 
FRANCE 


99 04907 

9 9 04908 
99 07578 
99 07590 
99 08040 


19/04/1999 
19/04/1999 
15/06/1999 
15/06/1999 
23/06/1999 








ALL FOREIGN APPUCAIXQN(£), 17 ANY, FDL8U BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLICATION^ 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATS OP ISSUE 
(day, month, ywr) 











I hereby claim the benefit under Tide 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT international application^) Us 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application Is cot riitrlfwrrf in the prior United States application 
the moaner provided by die first paragraph of Title 33, United States Code, 5 112, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material 
information as defined in TUle 37* Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which occurred between the riling date of the prior appllca 
and the national or PCT international filing date of this application. 



1 U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER 


OATO OP FIUNC (<Uy. month, vwri 


STATUS (patented, pending, abandoned) 









[ hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United Slates Code $ 1 19(e) of any United States provisional application (3) listed below: 



I hereby declare dial till statements made herein of my cwn knowledge are true and thai all statements made cm information and belief 
^teim«ri to be tnifc aetata 

^ punishable by toe or tOOl of Tide 18 of toe United States Code and thai ouch willful false 

stBtemems may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued tocon_ 
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Sgnetuw of Invontor 203; 



z 


Foil Name 
or Inventor 


Family Name 


Rot Given Nams 




Second Circa. Nzma 


I 0 


ffc CCtzcnshlp 


CUy 


State or Foreign Country 


Country of ctttrenswp 


I 4 


Fo» Omce 

JkddntfS 


PoSL Office Address 


City 




Stat* 6 Zip Code/Cauistky 


1 St^s 


mm of Inventor 11 


M; 


Date; 




n 2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 


Flrsi Ohxo Name 


Second Given N»m» 


0 


Residence 


City 


Slate or Foreign Country 


Country of Cttfzcnslup 


3 


Post Office 


Post OfHee Address 




State & Zip Codt/Counlry 



Sgnamre of Inventor 70S: 



Dale: 



I uer?by appoint die Mowing anomey(s) and/or patent agents) 
Trademark Office mrmfTTf^ herewith: 



to [n wyjji tF . this application end to transact all business in the Parent a 



Adrtano, Sarah B. 
Baali, Brian H. 
Beard, John L. 
Beck, Robert C. 
Bejin, Thomas E. 
Bcrroan, Cbartsa 
BogucJd. Raymond A. 
Brucas, Steven C. 
Byrne. Linda M. 
Canady, Karen 8. 
Carlton, Alan G. 
Carter, Charles O. 

Cupcrv, Philip P. 
Chlapetta, James R. 
Clifford, John A. 

Conrad, Timothy R. 
Cooper, Victor G. 
Crawford. Robert 
Daignault, Ronald A. 
Daley, Dennis R. 
paulton, Julie R. 
Davidson, Ben M. 

Dempster. Shawn B. 
DiPi«ro. Mark J. 
Edell, Robert T. 
Epp Ryan, Sandra 
Farter. Michael B. 
Funk, Steven R. 
GabiLan. Mary Susan 
Gates, O c wgc H. 
GolU, Chzrlci E. 

Gorman, Alan 0. 
Gould, John D. 
Gresens, Joan J. 
Harare, Curtis B. 
Haubig, TbOtnas A. 
HiUson, Randall A. 
Kollingrororth, Mart A. 
Johnston, Scott W. 
Kastelfc. Joseph M. 



Reg. No. 34.470 _ 
Reg. No.^SfiL 
Reg. 

Reg. N o. 28,184 
Reg. No .J[7 r 089 
Reg. No._29 J 24?_ 
Rc*. W0.-17.47.fi 
Reg. No 1 34, ISO 
Reg. No._32 f 404 
Reg. No.J9,927 

Reg. wo fsigaL 

Reg. No . 33.093 
Reg. No. 33,227, 
Reg. No J J9 1 634 
Reg. Mo. 30,24? 
Reg, NO.JQa^i 

Reg. No . 39,641 , 
Reg. tio /&Tn~ 
Reg. No-^slsfiL 
Reg. No..34u231 
Reg. N o, 36,414 
Reg. No.J*8,424 
Reg. No. ^m 
Reg. No- 28,707 
Reg. NO . 20.187 
Reg. NoJOjO? 
Reg. No. 32,0 1Z 
Reg. No.- y£830 

Reg. No. 3U29. 
Reg. No. 33,500 
Reg. No. 

Reg. N0..3&422, 
Reg. No_JjU23 
Reg. No. 3V1I2 
Reg. No. 29.16X 
Reg. N0.Jdjl32. 
Reg. No^3Ui3£ 
Reg. N o. 38,491 
Reg. No . 39,721 

Reg. Noriveo. 



E^eaelberger, Den bo 
Kowalchyk, AlanW. 
Kowafcuyfc, Kaiberrae M. 
Krufl, UarlcA. 
Lacy, Paul A. 
Lasky, Michael B. 

Lynch, David W. 
Mau, Michael U 
McOaniel, Karen D. 
McDonald, Daniel W. 
McDonald. Wendy M. 
Mclnryre, Iain A. 
Miller. William D. 
Mudlcr t Douglas P. 
MaiirrflaV. Tyler L 
Nelson, Alb in J. 
Pauly, Denial M. 
Plunkeu. Theodore 
polihiger, Steven J. 
Reich, John C 
ReO&nd, Earl D. 
Schmaltz, David G. 
Schmidt, Cecil C 
Schmnan. Mark D. 
Schumann, Michael D. 
Sebald, Gregory A. 
Sharp, Janice A. 
Skoog, MvkT. 
smith, Jerome R. 
Stinebninsr, Scott A. 
Sumner, John P. 
Sumnera, John S. 
Tcllekson. David K. 
Underbill, Albert l~ 
Vandenburgh. J. Derek 
Welter, Paul A. 
Williams. Douglas J. 
Wood, Oregory B. 
Xu. MinS. 



Reg. No. 33,924 
Reg. No."^143S 
Reg. NoT50\S4F 
Reg. NoTSs^SSr 
Reg. No TSffig 
Reg. No. ^55T 
Reg. NO. 36004 
Reg. No r1b\087 
Reg. No-JTjsH 
Reg. No, 32,044 
Reg. No r32327 _ 
Reg. No. 40,377 
Reg. NoJOS&S 
Reg. No. 30,300 
Reg. No. 40^3 
Reg. No. 28,650 
Reg. No. 40,123 
Reg- NO. 37,201. 
Reg. No . 35.326 
Reg. No. 37.703 
Reg. No . 25,767 
Reg. No.^828 
Reg. No. 20.S66 
Reg, No . 31.197 
Reg. No.^4^ 
Reg. No. :3T280 
Reg. No. 34,031 
Reg. Na/Z5338 
Rfig. N0, _35.6o4 
Reg. No.lggj 
Reg. No.29.114 
Reg. No . 24,21 6. 
Reg. No. .3X314 
Rag. No. 27,4 03 
Reg. N0.J2J2S. 
Reg. No. 20^20 

Reg. No^JTJg* 
Re 5 . N o . 28.133 
Reg. No. 39.536 



I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions froo and communlcaxe directly wirh the pers(m/a5Slgnee/aTOJnieyyftrmy 
organizancm who/which first send^cnt thb case to tbcm and by whom/which I hereby declare (hat I have consented afmr full diiclosi: 
to be represented unlesB/umfl I instruct Merchant, Gould, Smith. Edell. Welter & Sdunidl to the contrary. 

Please direct all correspondence in mis case to Merchant, Gould, Smith, Edell, Welter & Schmidt at the addres* indicated below: 

Merchant, Gould. Smiih.^dcU^ 
■ T Welte r & Sc Ejalll 
3100 Norwest Center 
90 South Seventh Street 
Minneapolis. M N 55402^113 1 



9 JL56 Doty to dbdose Information material to patentability. 



(a) A patent by Us very nature Is affected wlm a public interest. The public interest fa best served, and the most effective 
examination occur* when, at (he time an application is being examined, th* Office it aware of and evaluates the teachings of 

jj] hfrr ™»rifYti triatrial fn potenfaHiiiiy p^r* individual associated with ibe filing and proscainon of a patent application has a dory 
Of candor and good talm in dealing wirh mc Office, which include* a dory to disclose to fl» Office all infonnaiioo toaown to that 
hufivirfnal to bo material to paton*ab3iry aa defined in this secdoru The duty to disclose mrbrrnaiion exists with respect to each 
pending claim until die claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information 
material TO d» patentability of a claim that u canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be eub mined if the infonnarion ia 
not material to the paicmabilicy of any claim remauiing under rnmtflr.rarinn in the application. There is no dury to submit 
infonnailtm which is not material to me patentability of any editing claim. The dury to disclose all uifonaaucm known to be 
maiwtel to patcntahmty is decorf 

patent wax cited by the Office or submitted to the Offine in the mannef prescribed by §5 L.97(bH<Q and 1.98. However, no patent 
will be granied cn an application In connection with wnicn fraud on the Office was practiced or ftnemp ted or the duty of disclosure 
wea violated through bad feith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourage* appUnmn to carefully examine: 

(I) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

C2) the closest mfbrmation over wMca individuals associated with the filing or prosecurion of a patera application believe any 
S pending claim pareniably defines, to mate sure that any material information contained therein Is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) TJnder this section, information is material to patentability when U Is not cumulative to information already of record or 
m being made of record in the application, and 



(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other Information, a prima fade case of unpatentability of a claim; 



~. or 



HI CZ) It refutes, or is Inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

3 

CO Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 
'P CO Aaserting an argument of patentability. 

09 A prima facie case of unpatentabillry is established when the information compela a conclusion that a claim ia un p atentable under the 
□ preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim Irs broadest reasonable construction consistent 
with the specification, and before any consideration is given to twldence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary 
conclusion of patentability. 

Cc) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes die application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution, of die application and who ia associated 
with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligadon to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 



